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thousand gastadores or taladores, whose systematic
business was to destroy villages and mills, root up
olives and vines, burn the crops, and make a wilderness
of the fertile land so as to cut off all supplies from
the cities, while the fleets of Biscay and Barcelona
cruised round the coast

Several -places were taken; but when Loja was
threatened, Boabdil sent to declare that it was his
city, and the war was with his uncle, not himself,
recommending him rather to attack Malaga ; but
Fernando replied that Loja was not included in the
terms of the treaty. Whereupon Boabdil, knowing
that he was suspected of cowardice, hastened to throw
himself into the city. The siege was, however, carried
on so steadily that he was soon in despair; and re-
membering that young Gonzalo de Cordova had been
very courteous to him in his captivity, he sent for him
and offered to make his submission. Fernando there-
upon permitted the inhabitants to depart with what they
could carry, giving them permission to settle in Aragon
or Castille on the same terms as other " Mudejarres,"
or Moors among the Christians, who were at this time
allowed toleration on condition of paying a tribute.
Boabdil further engaged to deliver up Granada to the
Spaniards whenever it should be possible, and to con-
tent himself with the title of Duke of Guadix ; but this
was kept secret, and he was escorted to Granada with
the whole of the Lojans, none of them choosing to
accept Fernando's terms. He found his uncle gone to
relieve Velez, and thus was able to enter the Alhimra,
where he abstained from succouring Illora and Moclin,
which were called the two eyes of Granada, and which
were easily taken by the Christian army.